Onset and duration of clinical relaxation of atracurium and vecuronium in patients on chronic nifedipine therapy.
The onset and duration of clinical relaxation of atracurium and vecuronium were studied in patients on chronic nifedipine therapy and compared to similar groups of patients not on such a therapy. Neuromuscular block was monitored by recording the integrated electromyogram of the hypothenar muscles (using a 'Datex Relaxograph') following stimulation of the ulnar nerve with a train-of-four stimulation. Neither the time to onset of maximum block (3.0-3.4 min) nor the duration of clinical relaxation (36-40 min) differed significantly between the groups indicating no significant interaction in humans between atracurium and vecuronium and chronic nifedipine therapy.